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Homeless and Poverty Action Week  
28th January ð 5th February 2012  
 

Poverty and Homelessness Action Week will take place 
between the 28th January and 5th February 2012 and here 
at Forum we will be playing an active part. The aim of the  
week is  to highlight and challenge certain stigmas around 
issues such as poverty and the divisions between richer 
and poorer. 
 
You and your congregation can also take part during Action  
Week by visiting the Action Week Website and following the  
seven day calendar. The calendar will highlight different barriers  
that people face in their everyday lives such as stigma, low pay,  
rough sleeping, lack of support and much more.  
 
www.actionweek.org.uk    
 
 

The BIG Sleep Out 

On Friday 27th January, Forum  
Housing Association staff and  
supporters will be taking part in a fundraising  
event, óThe Big Sleep Outô when they will sleep rough for one night. This óBig Sleep Outô not  
only provides us with the opportunity to raise funds for the young people the Association accommodates, but also the 
chance to really understand what  it is like to be in the unfortunate situation of being homeless.  
 
If you would like to be involved or take part in the event then please visit the Associationôs website for more details or 
alternatively contact amanda.boden@forumhousing.co.uk   

mailto:amanda.boden@forumhousing.co.uk


   Message  
   from Chris 

 
Dear Readers  
 
We have for a few years been providing local churches 
with this newsletter. Perhaps you have been regularly 
receiving it and praying for our work, if so we thank 
you.  Maybe this is the first time youôve seen the 
newsletter, if so and you find it interesting and wish to 
know more about our work please make contact with 
us. 
 
Most organisations have during 2011 been subject to 
the recession that the country and even the world are 
enduring. Here at Forum Housing Association we 
havenôt been immune to the economic crisis but neither 
have we been destabilised by it. Godôs hand of Grace 
and Provision has been upon us. As we enter 2012 we 
expect it to be a time of growth and development for us 
and I will write further on this in future newsletters. 
 
New initiatives this year will focus more and more upon 
putting young people at the centre of the decisions 
about their lives. This might seem obvious but often 
young people are ótoldô and not asked; we have tried 
not to do this however going the extra mile now to 
ócoachô young people to achieve their goals and 
dreams is key for us.  
 
If after reading this newsletter youôd like to visit and 
speak with any staff member please contact Amanda 
Boden, Communications and Events Co-ordinator at 
amanda.boden@forumhousing.co.uk or alternatively 
call 0151 649 9718.  
 
Wishing you a happy, healthy and blessed 2012. 
 
Chris Allen 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

About the Association  

 
Forum Housing Association has been a specialist provider 
of supported accommodation to young people aged 16-25 
for over 40 years. 
  
During the last 4 decades we have increased our 
accommodation projects in Wirral, Sefton, Ellesmere Port 
and Neston. Alongside providing housing for young people, 
we also support their varied and diverse needs in order to 
prepare them for successful, independent living. We are 
currently working each week with over 350 young people. 
  
The Association's mission statement "it's all about you" is a 
testimony to the Association's Christian foundation and 
values. It captures for us the sentiments of respect for and 
consideration of others, which is at the heart of all we do. 
There are over 125 staff working for the Association in a 
variety of roles.  
 
In addition there are a significant number of young people 
who are shareholders, charged with the task of 
encouraging participation and engagement of our young 
people in the planning, decision making and evaluation of 
all the services we deliver.  
 
The Association is conscious of addressing local need and 
fulfilling its obligations fully within Local, Regional and 
National Strategies. It is our intention to invest in our young 
people to enable them to influence and add value to those 
same Local, Regional and National Strategies, Initiatives 
and Programmes. 
 
We work alongside many Statutory, Public, Private, 
Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector organisations and 
we are grateful for the support and encouragement we 
receive. 
 
As an Association we strive for excellence in all that we do; 
 we are committed to our own learning and    
  development and to bringing improvements 
  in service for young people wherever and 
  whenever we can.  

mailto:amanda.boden@forumhousing.co.uk


 
 
Santa  
Dash  

 
Four of the  
Associationôs  
staff members  
took part in the Santa  
Dash on the 4th  
December 2011 to  
help raise funds for the  
Association. 
 
The team ran 5k across Liverpool dressed in their Santa suits 
along with over 7,000 others, all raising money for other well 
deserved causes. 
 
A big well done to Anna, Hayley, Joanne and John for taking 
part in the event.  

 
Carol 
Concert  

The Associationôs 
supporters, staff and  
friends enjoyed a 
fantastic evening at 
the annual Carol 
Concert. Children 
enjoyed óa meet and 
greetô with Santa plus 
some Christmas 
treats.  
 
The event was attended by Councillor Moira 
McLaughlin, the Mayor of Wirral, who was introduced to 
some of the Associationôs staff and young people. 
Guests received a Christmas poem from Peter 
Brandrick and readings from Forumôs staff members. 
This year Forum created their very own 12 piece choir 
and sang Carols such as óO Come All Ye Faithfulô and 
óSilent Nightô.   
 
Forum would like to take this opportunity to thank Guest 
Speaker for the evening, Helen Bolister, Youth Worker 
at St Maryôs Church Upton, who gave special words 
about the meaning of Christmas. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended.  

Christmas 
Shoebox 
Appeal  

 
The Association would like to 

take this opportunity to say a warm thank you to 
everybody who donated to the Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal 2011.  This year we received an overwhelming 
amount of donations that were given out to all of our 
young people across the Association.   
 

Christmas can be a lonely time for some of our young 
people and your donations really do help make this 
particular time special. Itôs also a busy time for the 
Association and we take a lot of referrals from young 
people for accommodation. Many of the young people 
come into the projects with nothing, so your donations 
really do help contribute to the warm welcome they 
receive when they arrive at the Association.  
 

Thank you to you all for your kindness and support.  
 
 

Christmas 
Gift Fayre 
 
Over 150 people attended the 
Christmas Gift Fayre on 
Wednesday 9th November 2011 
and experienced the festive 
atmosphere and selection of 
market stalls selling unique gifts, 
seasonal treats and Christmas 
bargains. 
 

People of all ages enjoyed the 
Fayre along with the choice of over fifteen stalls such as 
House of Fraser, Sugar and Spice, Usborne Books and 
Cupcake Revolution.   
 

The evening was organised by Forumôs very own Kate 
Shone. It went down really well with the local businesses 
and the community and raised just over £290.00 for the 
Associationôs óCan Do fundô.  
 

Thank you to all of you who attended, we look forward to 
seeing you again next year.  


